GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!
You have received the Spirit which makes us God’s children,
and in that Spirit we call God our Father.
Alleluia!

Romans 8:15

GOSPEL Luke 11:1-13

Ask, and it will be given to you.

Once Jesus was in a certain place praying, and when he
had finished one of his disciples said, ‘Lord, teach us
to pray, just as John taught his disciples.’

He said to them, ‘Say this when you pray:

““Father, may your name be held holy,

your kingdom come;

give us each day our daily bread,

and forgive us our sins,

for we ourselves forgive each one who is in debt to us.
And do not put us to the test.””

He also said to them:

‘Suppose one of you has a friend and goes to him in
the middle of the night to say, “My friend, lend me
three loaves, because a friend of mine on his travels
has just arrived at my house and I have nothing to offer
him”; and the man answers from inside the house, “Do
not bother me. The door is bolted now, and my chil-
dren and I are in bed; I cannot get up to give it you.” |
tell you, if the man does not get up and give it him for
friendship’s sake, persistence will be enough to make
him get up and give his friend all he wants.

‘So I say to you: Ask, and it will be given to you;
search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be
opened to you. For the one who asks always receives;
the one who searches always finds; the one who
knocks will always have the door opened to him. What
father among you would hand his son a stone when he
asked for bread? Or hand him a snake instead of a fish?
Or hand him a scorpion if he asked for an egg? If you
then, who are evil, know how to give your children
what is good, how much more will the heavenly Father
give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!’

The Gospel of the Lord.

DO YOU KNOW ANYONE INTERESTED IN
BECOMING A CATHOLIC?

The journey into becoming a Catholic is called the
'Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults’ or RCIA for
short.

The course will be held at St Francis of Assisi Church,
Newton on Wednesday evenings at 7.00pm. Classes
commence on Wednesday 3 September and will be
held upstairs in the Bishop Kennedy Room. Registra-
tions are now open. Please contact Newton Parish
Office on (08) 8337 3849

BACKGROUND ON
THE GOSPEL READING
Loyola Press

Luke gives more attention to Jesus' teachings on
prayer than any other Gospel writer. He also mentions
Jesus at prayer more than the others. In today's
reading, from the beginning of Chapter 11 of his
Gospel, Luke presents the core of Jesus' teaching on
prayer. It consists of Jesus teaching a prayer to his
disciples, a parable on the persistent neighbor, and
assurances that God hears our prayers.

The disciples notice Jesus praying “in a certain place.”
They ask him to teach them to pray just as John the
Baptist had taught his disciples. Jesus teaches them a
simple version of the most famous Christian prayer,
the Our Father, or the Lord's Prayer. Matthew's
version shows signs of being shaped by public prayer.
Luke's version is probably closer to the original form
that Jesus taught. Stripped of much of the language we
are used to, Luke's version seems simple and direct.
We pray that God's name will be recognized as holy
and that his rule over all will be established. This is
followed by petitions for our needs for bread, for
forgiveness, and for deliverance. Luke uses the more
theological language of “sins” rather than “debts,”
which is used in Matthew's version.

Having taught his disciples a simple, daily prayer,
Jesus goes on to reassure them that God answers
prayers. First he tells a parable about a persistent
neighbor who asks a friend for bread at midnight. The
friend is already in bed and has no desire to disturb his
family by opening the door. But because the neighbor is
persistent, the sleeping man gets up and gives him all
that he needs. If a neighbor is willing to help us if we
are persistent enough, how could God not respond to
our requests?

This teaching concludes with the reminder that if we
seek, we will get a response. If a human father, with all
his faults, knows how to give good gifts to his children,
how much more will our heavenly Father give us?
Instead of good gifts, however, Luke substitutes the
word Holy Spirit. This foreshadows the gift of the Holy
Spirit, who is central to Luke's theology and who will
play an important role in the growth of the early
Church after Pentecost.

The parable and the concluding teaching in this section
should not lead us to think of prayer as a series of
requests presented to God. Rather, as Jesus teaches in
his model prayer, prayer consists in recognizing God's
holiness and his rule over all things.

Ask, and i will
be given to-yow:
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The Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C

YOU ANSWERED ME
From Abraham’s example and
Jesus’ teaching, we learn much
about prayer in today’s
readings. Truly persevering
prayer implies more than mere
persistence on our part; it
should combine peaceful
expectation with humble
acceptance of God’s will. If we
are too busy to pray, we are
busier than God wants us to be.

“Mements with Many”
Come and discover more about the life, words and legacy
of St Mary MacKillop, a saint for all Australians at the Mary
MacKillop Spirituality Centre. Moments with Mary, will be
a time for guided and personal reflection, refreshments,
questions and conversation. Commencing Monday Au-
gust 4 and running the first Monday of the month (except
public holidays), the two hour session begins in Bethany
and will conclude in St Joseph’s Chapel, with time in be-
tween for a cuppa and morning tea. For more information
https://mmsm.org.au/events/moments-with-mary/

PRAYER BEFORE HOLY MASS

Heavenly father, we are about to offer

this wonderful memorial of the passion

and death of your Son. Bless our Priest

as he stands in the person of Christ and

makes present for us the great sacrifice
of Calvary.

Bless our Ministers here present today-
our ministers of the Eucharist, our read-
ers, our Altar Servers, our musicians and
ushers. When we reflect on the magnifi-
cence of these Sacred Ministries, we are
somewhat overawed at our calling. But
also we are overjoyed that You have
asked us to stand at Your altar and
serve You.

Help us to be reverent and to be faithful
to our responsibilities. May this Eucha-
rist that we are about to offer be a bond
of unity and a sacrament of love for our
people. We make this prayer through
Christ our Lord. Amen.
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LITURGY OF THEWORD
FIRST READING RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Genesis 18:20-32 Psalm 137:1-3,6-8
The Lord said, ‘How great an outcry there is Response:
against Sodom and Gomorrah! How grievousis | Lord, on the day I
their sin! I propose to go down and see whether called for help, you

or not they have done all that is alleged in the
outcry against them that has come up to me. I
am determined to know.’

The men left there and went to Sodom while
Abraham remained standing before the Lord.
Approaching him he said, ‘Are you really going
to destroy the just man with the sinner? Per-
haps there are fifty just men in the town. Will
you really overwhelm them, will you not spare
the place for the fifty just men in it? Do not
think of doing such a thing: to kill the just man
with the sinner, treating just and sinner alike!
Do not think of it! Will the judge of the whole
earth not administer justice? the Lord replied,
‘If at Sodom I find fifty just men in the town, I
will spare the whole place because of them.’
Abraham replied, ‘T am bold indeed to speak
like this to my Lord, I who am dust and ashes.
But perhaps the fifty just men lack five: will
you destroy the whole city for five? ‘No,” he re-
plied ‘T will not destroy it if I find forty-five just
men there.” Again Abraham said to him,
‘Perhaps there will only be forty there.” ‘T will
not do it’ he replied ‘for the sake of the forty.’
Abraham said, ‘I trust my Lord will not be an-
gry, but give me leave to speak: perhaps there
will only be thirty there.” ‘I will not do it’ he
replied ‘if I find thirty there.” He said, ‘T am
bold indeed to speak like this, but perhaps
there will only be twenty there.” ‘T will not de-
stroy it’ he replied ‘for the sake of the twenty.’
He said, ‘T trust my Lord will not be angry if I
speak once more: perhaps there will only be
ten.” ‘I will not destroy it’ he replied ‘for the
sake of the ten.

The word of the Lord
SECOND READING

answered me.

1. I thank you, Lord, with
all my heart, you have
heard the words of my
mouth.

Before the angels I will
bless you.

I will adore before your
holy temple. R

2. I thank you for your
faithfulness and love
which excel all we ever
knew of you.

On the day I called, you
answered; you increased
the strength of my soul. R

3. The Lord is high yet he
looks on the lowly and the
haughty he knows from
afar.

Though I walk in the
midst of affliction you give

me life and frustrate my
foes. R

4. You stretch out your
hand and save me, your
hand will do all things for
me. Your love, O Lord, is
eternal, discard not the
work of your hands. R

Colossians 2:12-14

He has made you alive with Christ for he has forgiven all our sins.

You have been buried with Christ, when you were baptised; and by baptism, too,
you have been raised up with him through your belief in the power of God who

raised him from the dead. You were dead, because you were sinners and had not
been circumcised: he has brought you to life with him, he has forgiven us all our

sins.

He has overridden the Law, and cancelled every record of the debt that we had
to pay; he has done away with it by nailing it to the cross.

The word of the Lord
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ROSTERS— 2/3 August 2025
18th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Time Commentator/Readers
Anne Marie Platten
\6/.i3:pm Chris Platten
g Giulia Giuliani
Terence Yeow
9:30am Antonetta Bartley
Mikayla Bartley
Children’s |Suanne Woidt
Liturgy Angela Mealey
Peggy Buckler
Gareth West
Count team
Doreen Ryan
Wendy Rahaley
Altar and Dolores Arboit
Flowers Christina Wong
Sarita Ingham
and volunteers

Please remember
in your prayers
We pray for those listed and
all the deceased relatives and friends of our
Parishioners.

For the Repose of the Soul:

Death Anniversary:
Petar Perisic

Eternal rest grant to them,
O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon
them; present them
to God the Most High.

Sick:
We pray for the sick and housebound of our

Parish and our relatives and friends
who are unwell.

All those who have volunteered please
arrive at least 15 minutes before the
start time and report to the
commentator for that Mass

If you know of sick or elderly parishioners
who are house-bound or in care and would
appreciate a visit, please phone and leave a

message with the parish office.

SUNDAY COLLECTION
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By The Knights of

ARCHDIOCESE EVENTS

Seeking Expressions of Interest for Membership of the 2026
Archdiocesan Synod

Deadline August 11 2025

Are you interested in becoming a member of 2026 Archdiocesan
Synod? We are now seeking expressions of interest (EOI) for lay
membership (non-ordained women and men) to the Synod. Mem-
ber requirements and the process for making an expression of in-
terest are outlined on the Synod website at togetherontheway.au/
members. The deadline for EOIs is Monday August 11, 2025. For
further information or questions, please contact Sarah Moffatt
(smoffatt@adelaide.catholic.org.au) or Peter Bierer
(pbierer@adelaide.catholic.org.au)

A Marian Retreat Weekend

The Hectorville Parish invites men and women of all ages to a
Marian Retreat Weekend with the Schoenstatt Sisters of Mary at
the Annunciation Church, Hectorville.

Friday August 22 - HOLY HOUR 7pm to 8pm (followed by sup-
per and fellowship for young adults in the hall)
Saturday August 23 - RETREAT DAY 9am to 3pm
A day of prayer, formation and fellowship with the ke
Schoenstatt Sisters of Mary open to men and women of ~[Ei&:
all ages.

Morning tea and lunch is included. $20 Registration fee (inclusive
of lunch).

To register for this event please click here or scan the QR code.

Pilgrimage and Mass with Archbishop O’Regan in Penola
Archbishop O’'Regan will be making a pilgrimage to the Jubilee
site of St Joseph's Church in Penola on Saturday, August 23, where
he will celebrate Mass at 4.30pm.

If you wish to attend this Mass, please register at the following

The Kids' Bulletin

God Gives us What
e We Need

In today's Gospel reading,
the disciples asked Jesus to
teach them how to pray, so
He taught them the
"Our Father."

In the first part of the "Our
Father" we give glory to God by
praising Him, and in the second part we ask Him for
the things we need. First we ask for our daily bread.
This can be asking both for the things like food that
our bodies need. and for the spiritual things as well,
especially Holy Communion. Next we ask for
forgiveness for our sins and for God to keep us away
from temptation and evil.

Jesus said that if a father on earth would give his
children the things they need, then God, Who is our
Father in Heaven, will certainly give us what we need.
All He wants us to do is show that we trust in Him b}f
asking Him,

Make sure you say the "Our Father"
every day to praise God our Father o
and ask Him for everything
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